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o The 2 Mtz Bn perlodically received & l4=dey training schedule from regimental head~-
quarters which had to be adhered to very etrletly, The training period consisted
of a designated number of hours of work or training in the following aubjectes
drill tectics, physical training, firding, mep reading, political lectures, first
eld, ete, For example, a li~day treining schedule received from regimental head-
quarters could have the following subjects to be covered, Each period would vary
according to the season or the time of the year,

* Physicel treining 20 hours
Infentry tactics , 50 hours
Politicael lectures ’ 10 hours
Firing ) 16 hours

All others, such as barrack dutles, signal,
engineer and chemical training, caere of
Weapons, ete, 50 hours

The period of training took up 146 hours for the 1/ days,

2+ The following sample dally training schedule was prepared by the Bn CO in order to
fulfill the training requirements as listed above:

0500 Physicai training, barrack duties s breakfagt

0630 Preperation for training, inspection by NCQig
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' 0730 ' Inspection by officers A e
.+ 0800 ' 8ix hours of training conslisting of infantry teetics,
e firing of weapoms, political training, topography,:
physloal treining, hend to hand oombat, engineer anm
chemical training, and such other subjscts as were

indicated on the training schedule, -

'1400 Free time snd lunch

711600  Gontinuation of instrustion in subjects covered ‘in the
.. ."0800.%0 1400 period. TR ol

"518ob°;ﬁrgqft1mg*and?éuﬁpef

2000 Political indoetrination, cleaning of weapons, and meké-u i
" time (for soldlers who lagged behind the unit's averagé in: .

S “*;'pextdrmanpe),
T 2300 ‘Taps

- 3. Every Saturday the 2. Mtz Bn participated in a 20-lm, hike, each man - .." .
cearrying a full pack, The men marched the first 10 lm,at normal march kS
" time, the next five with gas masks donned and the last five at double .
. time,  Limited duty personnel were exoused from the hike, A progress - -
ohart wes kept at battalion headquarters, erediting each offilcer and os5x1x
- soldier with the proper number of hours spent in treining. Any lost @ ..
‘time by reason of illnese or otherwise had to be made up, From & ST
battelion .commanderts point of view the - .
average soldier in the Czech Army waB BOT Fealy 0T COMDE ¢ . rhere = 07
- Were too mamy subjects taught the average soldler, thus interfering =~
- greatly with any specialized training that he should have been T
‘receiving,” - - . . ‘ : o ‘

Alert Training ‘ , , ‘ _
b, Alert treining, designated by cede number (0404 , was held at least =~
~ twag.or three times a month by the 38th Mecz Regt. Usually it took =

.place shortly after midnight, on a Saturday, and Just prior to the -
- hike., ' A compeny, including all personnel and equipment, had to be :
© ready to move out in & half hour; a battalion in one hour and a regl-:
--ment. in twe hours, . All units had a classified designated assembly ' -
alert-area assigned to them. The assembly area was generally 10 to
-+ 15 km./from the casermes. Within half an hour after an alert was. T
sounded each company commander of my battalion had to presemt to by
- -a.list of offlicers and EM, rolling stock, and equipment that were rea

~to move. . In-turn, the battalion commander had to present a similar :}ﬂfV:
.eonsolidated 118t to the regimental commander within two hours. Moves,
to alert areas combined large scale motor moves and. command post .
., exerclses. I believe that 1f an sectal alert were sounded there wonld . .
- be no'troops in any of the casernes in all of Cgethoslovakia within . - -
'twe.houra. o _ N Sy
Night Training - L R
5. At least 30 per cent of the training had to bé done at night. Generslly
the same schedule was followed at night as in the day. Compléte. black-

-out.precautions were very striétly observed and any individual -
flashang lights or smoking cigarettes was penalized. - S
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NGG Training

. 6. The 38th Regt had an NCQ School eapecially for the purpose of tralning

soldiers for & militapy career. N(O's were selected on the basis of
personal appearance, military beaﬂgng and knowledge, political. o

© reliabllity and femilierity with eurrent events and army" organizatinn
The course commenced in Qctober, emded the following September and was
nore th@rough than the rowtine treining schedule.

Weapons Training

7. There were instructions in the field Btripping and firing of all

25X1X weapons fired the SMG three times, the 7.92°

LMG, the » Ghe =TTk HIO. d the 5T-mm,AT gun once, and the rille
many times. ' ’

Communications;and Chemieal Training

8. Duriig communications sraining I o+ o turn the 25X1X
- radio zet on and off and the most lmportant parts of the radle,
Chemlcal training included decontamination instruction. /There was
some - engineer training conducted, eg construction of bunkers;7
Maneuvers

-9.“Maneuvers for the Fth Meuz Div and attached unite commenced each year
in May and lasted until September, . Maneuvers for. infantry unlte usually
- lasted three months. The Bth Mecz Div and all of its attached un;te :

25X1X started the maneuvers on 1% May, in the vicinity of Plukuv Dvur

(Kynzvart) /A854N-134 2%7; Three trains, with approximately 32 cars
each, were used in moving the 38th Mecz Regt to the maneuverTgre;& b
e Mtz

‘ ary un ptarted vo loa ulpment
‘and men at 1100 on 1# av 5=¢ All equipment and men were loa ad and .
" ready to move by 1300 of the same day., The 24 Mtz Bn de arted at:
1430 and arrived in the vioinity of Mariemske Lazne 58N-1242E/ at
0500 on 15 May. The 2d Miz Bn then unloaded ite equlp ment end men and
uaontinued by truek to Plukuv Dvur, approximately 15 km from Marienske
Lazne, Security during translt wes provided by troops of the ed Mtz
Bn who guarde& the equipment.

“eneirclement of the hypothetlcal enemy, breakthrough and othar probl
During one of the above named situations a Soviet Colonel (fnu)
Shostakov, who was attached to the division as an adviger,.

" 10. ‘The maneuvers congisted of offensive and daﬂenaive tactice, the §§§

n r
possassion which conbained a sketch of- the plan of attack and the
number of men that were to be employed. After the problem was completed
all of them had to show the Soviet colomel how many men they had
employed, how many wespong had been utillized, where the positions were,

- how well they had dug in, as well as the terraln features surrounding
tg:irk?oeitions and the number of officers who partictpated in the
8.9.@0

11, Many night problema were held. In all problems heavier emphasis was
placed on offense than on defense. [ prepare some problems, 25x1X
~ eg an attack on & forest, on a river crossing, on fortifications, and .
on various other types of positions. During the course of the problems
. Piring was done frol the company to the regimental level, conducted on-
moving targets, such as vwoodan tanks; all units fired simultaneously.~
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After. the firing was completed officers would advance to see the

results. Small arms ammunition was used sparingly; therefore I am
of the opinion that a shortage of smmunition existed., ‘There was,
however, sufficient tank and artillery ammunition., The scheme of

- maneuvers came from the Sth Meecz Div, which instructed regimental :
~eammangerq,mwh§fin,tmrn,gave~speeitic.1nutruetionsgto the;bgtta1;qn¢¢$,;]ﬁ

- commanders, ete.

Political Tra;ﬁing R | o

12»9

25X1X

lh.‘

: 13;

ﬁAll‘bbliﬁiEal.trainins'had phaseb which were directed agéinéb ﬁhe

United 8tetes. A resume of the Korean news was generally glven during
the political lectures, and 1t emphasized the charge that Americens

‘resorted to germ and chemical warfare, As result, gas masks were
“ineluded in all training. In December 1951 and in February 1952 a gas
alert was called by the 38th Mecz Regt. During the alert all personnel

had to wear gas masks for a period of one hour. Political lectures
aleo stressed the fact that the enemy was not to be readily overcome

. by force of ‘arms and thus all personnel were cautioned not to under-

estimate its strength., All news, entertainment, literature and conver-

- sation was controlled and colored &ccording the the then ourrent - 25X1X

Soviet party line,

Tito was discussed as much as was Korea. In 1eeturesF
" out 1951 Amerlcen military missions operated in , o
Yugoslayls; et ; ) :
- including modern aircraft, Czechs belleved Tito to be quite ingenious

whe US furnished Tito with all war materiel,

in that he was gaining at someone else's expense,

In.FehruAry 195é,jduﬁ1ﬁg,oné of the political lectures, 1t was
requested that each officer donate at least 50 crowns and each soldier
10 erowns to the Korean cause., It was supposedly & voluntary contri-.

hutlon, but a 100 per cent goal was desired and was attained,

-
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